
































‘We oppose the use of armed private contractors to fill roles
more appropriately conducted by the military.

We condemn the practice of requiring service members who received
reenlistment or other bonuses, and who subsequently become disabled
due to combat-related injuries received by virtue of their reenlistment, to
reimburse the government those payments.

JOBS AND ECONOMY

We are committed to providing opportunities for all Coloradans to
achieve economic success.

Economic Justice and Equality

We support government that promotes economic justice for all. We
affirm our support for the working families of Colorado. We urge the
State Legislature to fully fund programs for seniors, children, families,
people with disabilities, and individuals with limited financial resources,
and support programs that provide Coloradans access to the basic
necessities of life, including adequate medical care; shelter; nutrition;
education; job training and a fair living wage.

We support increasing thec minimum wage indcxed to inflation
and sct to exceed federal guidelines defining poverty, to a
living wage. While compensation for executives and corporate
profits have reached stratospheric levels, the average wage of
the average worker has declined and costs for healthcare,
housing, transportation and energy have skyrocketed. The
Democratic Party considers this a national disgrace.

We resolve to implement cost of living adjustments on Social Security
disability benefits equal to actual increases in the cost of living.

We believe that the earned and vested retirement benefits of all working
people and their families should be protected by law, regardless of their
place of work. We support the Social Security Fairness Act (S. 206)
which would repeal the Government Pension Offset and Windfall
Elimination Provision rules the Old Age, Survivors and Disability
Insurance of the Social Security Act.

We support an adjusted poverty-line threshold that provides a
reasonable quality of life, including sufficient food; shelter; health care;
educational opportunities; child care; transportation; and leisure.

We support the Employment Non-discrimination Act and Affirmative
Action programs that have helped to ensure diversity and equal access to
education and economic opportunity by ensuring that all workers will
receive equal pay for work that is comparable in terms of skill, effort and
responsibility, regardless of gender; race; age; disability; ethnicity; sexual
orientation; or religious affiliation

We support policies that improve the competitiveness of small
businesses, and businesses owned by women, minorities, and individuals
with disabilities.

We support cohort status for Rocky Flats employees (to ensure
government benefits and health care for work-related ailments).

We support a gradual reduction of public assistance as individuals
become increasingly able to support themselves, and welfare reform that
prioritizes development of skills adequate for the individual to earn
wages that will provide self-sufficiency, and the rescission of lifetime
limits on public assistance.

We support reintroduction of the Colorado Earned Income Tax Credit
and other measures to ensure a living wage and to mitigate the “cliff
effect” that occurs when a small increase in income leads to termination
of a work support benefit.

We support efforts to restructure student loan programs to enable
reasonable access to economic opportunity.

We support efforts to protect young adult credit ratings and to ban
predatory lending practices by the credit card industry, and support
programs to help youth (18-25) establish good credit practices.

In order to improve access to services for those in need, Democrats
support legislation that requires all publicly supported social services
offices to provide adequately staffed case management services to all
clients.

We recognize that a well-educated and well-trained work force will
enhance America’s competitiveness in the global economy. We support
increased funding for education, training, and demand the restoration of
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all funding cut from the National Civilian Conservation Corps, and
AmeriCorps funding. It is imperative for the well-being of all that these
programs are adequately funded and continue to be fully available to all
people, especially those with low income.

We believe that payday and short-term lenders should be regulated
under state and federal banking regulations. We condemn the
victimization of economically disadvantaged individuals through
unreasonably high interest rates and fees.

We support affordable housing for working families in all parts of
Colorado with affordable day care in close proximity. We support the
creation of a statewide Housing Trust Fund to provide needed housing
for low-income workers, individuals with disabilities, seniors, young
adults, and others with modest means. We also support passage of the
National Housing Trust Fund Act, which would create 1.5 million new
housing units over the next decade especially for low-income renters and
owners, and focus on low-income households in mixed-income
neighborhoods.

We support the protection of private pensions and encourage the
prosecution of corporate entities raiding the funds.

We resolve that Colorado provide adequate funding for legal
representation to low income and under-represented citizens.

We believe that the Federal government must make honest, genuine
efforts to halt the long standing corruption and mismanagement by the
U.S. Department of the Interior of the Indian Trust Fund, and assure fair
and just payment of all past, present and future royalties due Native
American beneficiaries for the use of their lands and resources.

Workers’ Rights

We oppose the so called "Right to Work" ballot measure, which
would restrict worker’s rights to organize and collectively
bargain for fair wages and working conditions.

We oppose any measure that limits public employees’ right to participate
in a labor union including any measure that limits the deduction of dues
and political contributions from employee paychecks.

We opposes any measure that restricts the right of employees to belong
to and participate in a labor union including any measure that restricts
the right of unions to bargain representation or agency fee provisions in
collective bargaining contracts.

We resolve to support keeping state labor law reform in the hands of the
Colorado General Assembly, and not embodied in the State Constitution.

We believe that all workers have a fundamental right to assemble,
organize, bargain collectively, and jointly petition businesses and
government for better working conditions, and to vote on all matters
without intimidation or coercion from management or outside
influences.

We endorse restoring majority rule for union certification, the right to
strike without fear of retribution and prohibiting the hiring of permanent
replacements in strikes or giving preferential status to workers who cross
picket lines.

We support the right of workers to pay union and professional
membership dues through payroll deductions.

We oppose the privatization of postal services, and all anti-worker
initiatives or legislation proposed in Colorado or at the national level.

We support maintaining the Colorado Public Employees Retirement
Association (PERA) as an actuarially sound defined benefit plan,
directcd by a board elected by the membership, and establishing a 30-
year actuarial period, and oppose any attempts to undermine or abolish
it.

The PERA board should continue to be comprised of those who have a
direct stake in the health of PERA. Any changes that may be needed to
insure the actuarial health of PERA should be done with the consent of
its membership. We oppose any attempt to create a two-tier plan for old
and new [PERA] members.

We advocate guaranteeing a safe and healthy workplace for all workers
by maintaining the Occupational Safety Health Administration (OSHA),
the Federal Railroad Administration (FRA), the Federal Aviation
Administration (FAA), and other similar agencies with adequate funding
for enforcement and training.
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National Guard Reservists’ jobs must be protected for the duration of
their active service. We support providing tax credits to businesses that
employ Guard Reservists who are activated for service.

We support classified State employees and their civil service protections
as currently provided for in the State Constitution.

We demand the strict enforcement of the child labor laws throughout
Colorado. We encourage employers to implement practices for the safety
and protection of minor employees.

Corporate Responsibility

We call for corporations to be accountable to the common good, receptive
of public oversight, that they pay their full share of taxes, and that they be
recognized as business entities legally separate and distinet from
individuals. We encourage the fostering of ethical business leadership
based on social responsibility. Government must not enable or support
businesses that behave contrary to the betterment of society. We support
the full prosecution of corporations and their officers who violate
securities and investment laws and regulations.

We call for the repeal of Colorado and Federal laws that provide special,
unequal protection to corporations from lawsuits, such as major
pharmaceutical manufacturers, medical providers, the tobacco industry,
and Colorado homebuilders

We call upon Congress to enact legislation preventing business from
using bankruptcy as a tool to abrogate labor contracts and pension
obligations.

We believe that government regulation of industry is essential for the
common good. Fedcral regulatory agencies must provide and enforce
adequate safeguards for the people and the environment rather than
looking first to the interests of the industries they were created to
regulate. Industry must not be allowed to write the legislation that
affects them, and regulatory agencies must receive adequate funding and
staffing levels to enforce the law. We support strong anti-trust laws and
their enforcement.

We believe that U.S.-based multi-national corporations must be held
accountable for human rights abuscs, in this and other countries,
committed in their factories and subsidiaries.

Fair Trade

We support only those free trade agreements that guarantee enforceable
worker protections such as: the right to organize; a grievance process
with open third-party oversight; safe working conditions; length of the
workday; a reasonable living wage; environmental protections; and
limitations on child-labor, and that do not violate our law or endanger
our public safety.

We call for the review of all existing trade agreements to ensure that our
trade partners are living up to their labor and environmental obligations
and that they are enforceable and balanced for America’s workers. We
call for a moratorium on all future tradc agreements until this review is
complete.

Fair trade requires respect for the life, health, and dignity of all people on
the planet. Water rights and water systems should not be privatized by
multi-national corporations. Community access to sustenance crops
should not be limited through patenting by multi-national corporations.
We have the right as a sovereign nation to establish laws regarding the
behavior of Americans abroad and foreign corporations in the United
States.

We oppose the proposed super highway out of Mexico into the United
States without adequate protection of American workers, our national
security, and highway safety.

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, & INFRASTRUCTURE

Science and technology are tools of progress and help maintain a stable,
educated workforce.

We support public research and development programs and
public/private partnerships to stimulate job growth, including funding
for innovative research and technology; and

We support the fair and responsible use of technology that
advances and promotes civil rights, justice, government
services, culture, environment, public safety, health,
transportation, communications and jobs.
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We demand the return of freedom of inquiry to scientists,
appointing qualified scientists to panels without regard to
political or religious beliefs, and allowing scientists to publish
their results without political interference in order that we
may have open, honest debate on public policy.

Transportation (General)

We support expanding public transit, including rail, light rail,
bus, and other alternatives, to create comprehensive and
efficient public transit systems, and decrease the need for
automobile transportation. Road projects (avoiding toll
roads) should only be one component of integrated, multi-
modal links between local, regional, and national
transportation.

We advocate improving access along the I-70 central mountain corridor
through the introduction of alternatives other than wholesale highway
widening and support a mass transit solution to I-70 congestion which is
comprehensive enough to be actually viable, as well as a supplemental
draft Programmatic Environmental Impact Statement to address the
egregious bias and methodological deficiencies of the I-70 PEIS, as
manifested in its disregard of environmental, cultural, and localized
economic impacts.

A healthy economy relies on appropriate maintenance of our public
infrastructure, including roads, bridges, water, sewer, earth friendly
transportation system, and funding of police, fire protection and school
facilities. We support effective transportation systems to meet the
diverse needs of our communities. These systems should be viewed as a
cost of growth, and be fully reflected in the price of development.

We call upon Congress to enact legislation creating tax incentives to
redevelop rail links for efficient long distance transportation of bulky and
heavy cargo.

We believe that a Colorado Transit Task Force comprised of members
from throughout Colorado should develop and implement a strategic
plan for public transit, including the use of efficient alternative energy in
public transit systems.

We support the promotion and consideration of construction and
maintenance of bicycle lanes in all of the road construction projects at
the local, state and national levels, and support continued expansion and
integration of bike and pedestrian trail systems throughout Colorado.

We support extension of the RTD Light Rail/Commuter Rail system to
Castle Rock, to Denver International Airport, and potentially to Colorado
Springs and other locations.

Internet

We support open and equal access to the Internet with
restrictions on large conglomerate control, as well as
implementation of broadband service choice for all, especially
in small communities and rural areas.

Libraries
We support the adequate funding of all public and academic
libraries.

Recreational Facilities

It is important for government to support community amenities
including art and culture, parks (including dog parks and other pet-
friendly faeilities) and recreation, libraries, historic preservation and the
acquisition of open spaces.

TAXATION & FISCAL POLICY

We support a progressive tax system and a repeal of tax cuts
for the wealthiest Americans that will reduce the growing
income disparity between rich, the middle class and poor. We
support policies which decrease and eventually eliminate
poverty in the United States.

We support an economic stimulus package that rebuilds our
infrastructure and creates jobs (similar to the HRA of the 1930s), with
policies strengthening the U.S. dollar and reducing interest rates on
home mortgages.

Reducing Poverty and Providing for Basic Necessities
We support adequate federal funding for a social safety net that provides
basic necessities for all Americans and reduces poverty.
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We support preserving the long-term solvency of Social Security and
other programs, such as Medicare and Medicaid and Temporary
Assistance to Ncedy Families (TANF), without privatization, by removing
or raising the cap on social security wages.

We support legislation to raise the threshold for income taxation on
Social Security benefits to $50,000, adjusted for inflation.

We support policies that promote diversity, social justice and economic
opportunity, and balance the federal budget by adopting a pay as you go
policy. We must stop borrowing from our children’s future.

A Progressive Income Tax

Democrats are realists who know that in order to receive the services and
benefits that we want government to provide for us, revenues must come
into government in the form of taxes. Given that our middle class is
shrinking and an inefficient tax system is causing the economic disparity
between the wealthy and working class to widen we support a more
progressive tax system and would oppose any movernent toward a flat tax
that favors the very wealthy.

We support repealing tax cuts which benefit only wealthy
individuals and large corporations because of the record
national debt incurred by a Republican Administration who
involved this country in an endless war and resorted to
budgetary gimmickry to disguise its true cost.

We call for making targeted tax cuts for lower and middle income earners
and small business.

We call for removal of the Alternate Minimum Tax calculation since it is
no longer taxing the 100 wealthiest in the U.S. who pay no taxes but is in
fact adding an additional tax burden to families making between
$100,000 and $200,000 per year.

We support legislation that, for all compensation packages that are more
than 40 times the average compensation package of an employee, taxes
the difference in compensation as windfall income at a higher marginal
rate.

Closing Loopholes

We support the closing of excessive loopholes and government incentives
given to large corporations. Government subsidies should only be used to
promote the public good, such as creating jobs in a depressed economy.

We urge the repeal of tax incentives for U.S.-based
corporations who export work to other nations to avoid paying
the real cost of goods and services formerly obtained from U.S.
workers, and demand that the U.S. government be prohibited
from doing business with formerly U.S.-based corporations
who move offshore to escape paying U.S. corporate taxes.

Wise Spending of Tax Dollars

We require the restoration of an adequate tax base to fund state
programs cut during times of financial adversity in the areas of health, K-
12 through higher education, and transportation, especially as directed
by Amendment C, and urge the State Legislature not to enact any new tax
cuts,

We oppose vouchers and tuition tax credits because they take public tax
dollars away from public education and give them to unregulated private
and religious schools. They also diminish the State’s already insufficient
financial support for public schools and erode the very foundation of our
democracy.

Certain necessary public functions and services carry a larger inherent
burden of public trust, as their abuse causes great harms, including
public functions such as our military, police, tax collection, intelligence,
prison and detention facilities. Therefore we reject the outsourcing of
such functions to private and for-profit entities as a massive conflict of
interest and demand that such services be performed and overseen only
by our government.

We recommend increased funding and staff for the Internal Revenue
Service to allow for collection of unpaid taxes and to increase the
frequency of corporate auditing.

Reforming Other Taxes

We request simplification of the tax code and revocation of the
TABOR amendment.
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The impact on local government caused by energy related mineral
extraction must be accompanied by a fair and equitable distribution of
severance tax revenues. An increase in the severance tax rates to make
them more comparable to neighboring states is long overdue asis a
legislative effort to maximize the retention of this revenue,

We support a ballot measure to end the ad valorum tax credit given to oil
and gas companies.

We support legislation increasing the tax credit for qualified Child and
Dependent Care Expenses for all children and dependents in a
household.

The estate tax is the only significant federal tax on accumulated wealth
and is an essential part of a fair tax system. We believe that the estate tax
is an essential part of a fair and balanced tax system, and must be
preserved. There is an exemption built into the law that is specifically
designed to exclude family-owned farms from estate taxes. We support
reasonable reforms that allow these legacies to remain, but also preserves
the principle of a tax on inheritances.

We support collecting revenue from sales of alcohol to pay for alcohol
and drug abuse education, prevention, treatment & rehabilitation.

AGRICULTURE & FOOD SAFETY

We recognize and celebrate the fact that agriculture and ranching have
long been a staple of the Colorado economy and our heritage.

We support family owned and operated farms. We believe that
government subsidies should be reserved for small family farms only.

We call for balancing the needs for urban development, open space, and
recreation with preserving agriculture and ranching as a traditional base
of Colorado’s economy; and encouraging expanding and strengthening
local and state conservation easement programs.

We support safe food practices, including full disclosure of all
ingredients, labeling of genetically engineered or modified
food, food from cloned animals and their offspring, pesticide
use and “Country of Origin” (or “CO0”)

We call for reducing waste runoff and reducing use of
pesticides, herbicides, chemical fertilizers, antibiotics and
growth hormones.

We support efforts to encourage the growth and development of organic
farming, including legislation providing substantial tax incentives for
farmers who engage in organic farming, and farmers who employ
sustainable farming practices.

We call for efforts to ensure fairness to farmers and ranchers in their
dealings with biotech companies that sell genetically engineered seeds,
plants, and animals.

We call for a moratorium on open-air field trials of pharmaceutical-
producing food crops, and protecting farmers whose crops have been
contaminated by genetically modified organisms. Biotech companies
should be held liable for damage and injuries due to the release of
genetically engineered organisms into the environment.

We support efforts to encourage farmers markets, and buying locally.

We support greater investment by U.S. government and the cattle
industry in higher standards to prevent mad cow and other diseases.

We support an increase of import inspections is critical for the protection
of the American consumer, especially in light of last year’s unprecedented
number of unsafe and poisonous products entering our country, as well
as an increase in the budget of FDA budget.

We support agricultural policies and practices that minimize
environmental degradation and maximize public health and consumer
safety.

We call for strengthening regulations requiring the humane treatment of
farm animals and of animals used for scientific research.

We oppose the imposition of federal laws which gut state laws governing
food safety, particularly at the behest of corporate lobbyists who
represent the interests of the food industry over the safety of the public.
We further oppose the politicization of public safety agencies, such as the
Food and Drug Administration (FDA), to subvert public safety standards
through such corporate-sponsored legislation and other related activities.

We support the legalization of non-psychoactive hemp production.
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We oppose any attempts to weaken the organic standards of the National
Organic Program to insure the quality of the organic food supply.

ENERGY

We believe that conservation, the use of renewable energy, and the
elimination of energy waste are significant components of responsible
energy policy, and key to address global climate change.

Energy Independence and Alternative/Renewable Energy

We support implementation of a national policy and massive program for
energy independence which prioritizes practices that promote the
development of renewable energy technologies, the installation of
alternative energy systems and energy conservation -- including a
significant increase in Federal Corporate Average Fuel Economy (CAFE)
standards.

This program should include a massive effort (similar to prior federal
efforts like the Manhattan Project) to develop alternative energy sources
such as wind, solar, tidal, geothermal, atmospheric gases, water, nuclear,
magnetic, biological and as-yet unimagined alternatives to begin
immediately providing incentives to explore and support these ideas. The
program should set a date certain for the nation/state to become energy
independent. For example, United States should adopt an energy
standard achieving 20% of our national domestic energy used from
renewable energy sources by the year 2020, the current Colorado State
Standard.

We support the rapid development and increased utilization of
renewable and alternative sources of energy generally, and
specifically, sufficient to supply 25% of Colorado’s state power
needs from renewable sources by 2020 while extending
Amendment 37 requirements to all utilities in the State; and
working toward the elimination of any consumption of foreign
oil by 2025.

We believe that environmental problems are global in nature and that it
is in the best interest of all nations to pursue policies of sustainable
development. We believe the federal government’s current inaction to be
grossly irresponsible and immoral. We support assisting other countries
to reduce their use of fossil fuels, as well as promote a national world
view that focuses on the importance of interdependency among all
nations.

Vehicle Fuel Efficiency

We support requirements for manufacturers to produce street vehicles
that achieve average mileage rates of 40 mpg by 2015.

We also support conversion of government fleets to 100 percent “light on
energy consumption” vchicles such as hybrid, electric and alternative-
energy vehicles.

Carbon Footprint Reduction

We support dramatic reduction of net greenhouse gas emissions and air
pollutants. As part of that effort, we support a national fossil fuel carbon
tax to fund renewable energy (both distributed and grid supported) and
renewable energy-based transportation.

We oppose the licensing of any new coal-powered power plants.
Energy Conservation and Efficiency

We believe in conservation as a significant component of energy policy
with increased funding for research on conservation methods, efficient
use of energy, renewable energy, recycling and innovation, including the
use of more energy-efticient construction methods and materials, and
increased citizen education on reducing energy consumption.

We support policies to encourage the development, manufacturing, and
consumer use of energy-saving devices and procedures, and installation
and design of alternative energy and energy/water conservation/anti-
pollution retro-fitting measures in U. S. homes and businesses.

We support legislation: requiring all government buildings meet
standards equivalent to the U.S. Green Building Council’s Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design (LEED) green-building certification;
requiring newly developed property to fully reflect the cost of sewers,
roads, schools, public transportation, protection of biodiversity, water
and other infrastructure demands -- Developers should not be allowed to
simply pass these costs on to the general community; and adopting
"Green Energy" building code standards that utilize energy conservation,
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efficiency and sustainability principles to accomplish large savings in
energy usage.

Incentives

We support incentives and funding for individuals and businesses for
alternative energy/water conservation/anti-pollution measures,
including the following:

We support incentives for electric power generated from wind farms.

We support incentives and funding of university programs that educate
and research areas of non-polluting and renewable energy development,
including funding workforce training for jobs created as a result of
expanding alternative energy employment sectors, and including close
monitoring of potential negative effects from the development of
alternative energy sources as pertains to the health and welfare of
citizens here and worldwide.

We call for funding of large scale education and training programs on
energy issues (New Deal scale)

We call for incentives to encourage the development and use of hybrid
and alternative fuel vehicles.

We support a residential solar tax credit.

We support funding and incentives to restructure and rebuild the
national electrical grid to increase efficiency, redundancy (backup
systems that prevent outages), and robustness.

We call for the elimination of all subsidies for fossil fuels and for nuclear
power, and redirecting current federal energy subsidies from coal and oil
producers to renewable energy sources, phasing out over time to allow oil
and coal companies to retool and retrain their workers to develop fuel
cells, wind farms, and solar systems.

Energy Regulation
We support policy that will better regulate the power and control,
transparency and accountability of Rural Electric Associations (REAs).

We support raising renewable energy standards within Colorado to
insure REAs will purchase renewable energy produced within Colorado,
made by small producers (including those produced by private
homeowners) and allow these small-scale renewables to be sold on the
grid.

We support rescinding emission and fuel efficiency exemptions for SUVs,
tractor-trailer type diesels, ATV’s, snowmobiles, golf carts, etc.

We support requiring all utilities to begin using energy sources that are
renewable (non-fossil fuel) in ever increasing percentages.

We support requiring transparency of all energy providers (including
REA’s) to include all environmental impacts both in economy and carbon
emission.

We support requiring all utilities to buy-back all energy produced by
individuals and residences that stems from renewable and non-fossil fuel
sources.

We call for considering imposing “a ‘resource tax’ on pollution,
development, and fossil fuel to pay for development of renewable energy
and environmental restoration.

We call for Colorado legislation that will set standards for Rural Electric
Associations that will provide a fair system for net metering in all areas of
Colorado.

0Oil & Gas Extraction Issues

We support regulating the oil & gas industry better so as not to adversely
impact the lives of surface owners living near extraction & transportation
sites.

We support stringent requirements and fees for commercial or
consumptive access to our mineral, petroleum, forest, and water
resources along with strict financial and liability mechanisms and
reclamation bonds to ensure safe practices and full restoration at
project’s completion, and insist upon surface owners receiving fair
compensation for damage or disturbance done in the investigation,
development, or extraction of minerals.
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